VLADIMIR STATE UNIVERSITY

Words and phrases to be remembered
Alma Mater (Latin); to train engineers; a branch of industry; a day department; to take (pass) an examination; a full-time student; an evening department; a correspondence department; entrance examinations; a highly qualified specialist; visual aids; technical means of teaching; an industrial enterprise; to attend lectures; curriculum; general subjects; mathematics; physics; chemistry; drawing; physical training; specialized subjects; to graduate from the university; a graduate; an undergraduate; to submit a diploma project; exchange of information; to pay attention to smth.; compulsory subject; to .work with tape recorders; to be interested in smth.(languages, mathematics, history etc.); final examinations; foreign language; according to...; to receive; good grounding; lawyer; to express gratitude; a world outlook, competition.
TEXT
In 1993 the Vladimir Polytechnical Institute (established in 1964) was given the status of a university, and in 1997 the Technical University was given the status of Vladimir State University. At present more than 12000 students from the Russian Federation and over 100 foreign citizens study at the Vladimir State University which trains engineers, lauyers, economists, museologists and sociologists. The University consists of many faculties. They are: the Mechanical Technological Faculty, the Faculty of Architecture and Civil Engineering, the Faculty of Chemistry and Ecology, the Faculty of Automobile Transport, the Faculty of Informatics and Applied Mathematics, the Faculty of Medical Techniques and Instrument Making, the Faculty of Radiophysics and Electronics, the Faculty of Humanities and the Faculty of Economics. Besides the day department for full -time students the University also has evening and correspondence departments for those combining work and study.
The faculties occupy several buildings. There are large lecture rooms, well-equipped laboratories and workshops at the University. The teaching staff consists of highly qualified specialists: professors, lecturers and assistants. The departments of the University are equipped with visual aids and technical means of teaching.
There is a good library at the University which posseses thousands of books on different branches of science, technical journals and periodicals. In the reading halls you can always see students over their books reading up for their seminars and classes.
Each academic group consists of 20-25 students. One of the students is a monitor. He is responsible for the discipline, attendance and academic progress of the group.
According to the curriculum the students study both general educational and specialized subjects. Among them are mathematics, chemistry, drawing, physics, one of the foreign languages: English, German or French, physical training, etc. Twice a year students take examinations. At the end of the course of study the undergraduates have to submit diploma projects and take final examinations.
Classes begin at half past eight and are over at about four or five o'clock. The students have lectures, seminars and classes. When classes are over they often go to the reading halls to read up for their seminars of prepare for the following day's classes.
Serious attention is paid at our university to teaching of foreign languages, because the progress of science and engineering is impossible without a wide exchange of scientific and technical information between different countries. During their course of study, students are taught to speak everyday English, read original technical literature and speak on professional problems. Competitions in oral speech and in the best technical translation from foreign languages are held every year among the first and the second year students. The third and the fourth year students take an active part in student's scientific conferences on various problems in English, German and French. If the students want to get additional speciality such as guide-interpreter, they may attend advanced courses of studying foreign languages lasted two years at "Linguist" founded by the teachers of the foreign department of our University.
The graduates of the University receive professional training and have good grounding in theoretical knowledge. They work as engineers, technologists, designers, lawyers, economists and managers at industrial enterprises and different types of firms.
Students traditionally refer to their universities as Alma Mater expressing this way their gratitude to the institutions of higher education, which give them professional knowledge, a world outlook and positive start in life.
Almost all students of our University go in for sports. There are a lot of societies (clubs) at the university where qualified instructors train sportsmen. The most popular sports are skiing, skating, athletics, swimming wrestling and boxing. Our sportsmen have the possibility to take part in different types of competitions.
